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Global Children’s Forum (GCF) 

We are a global partnering community, striving to be more effective in reaching the 
children of the world with the Gospel of Jesus, by doing together what we can’t do alone. 

■ 

■ 

—
Digging a little deeper challenges us to see them through God’s eyes, enter their world, see them 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

The priority of GCF is to help God’s people to make 
disciples among children and help them to experience 
God’s shalom. Special attention is given to this within the 
context of family and children at risk. We believe the end-
goal of this is to equip and encourage children to be active 
contributors to God’s mission and their community.  

 

 

 

 

 

children everywhere
walking with Jesus
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São Paulo Statement  
on Families on Mission 

 
God has created us to be in communities, the smallest of 

which are households. These combine with other families to 
form larger communities (villages, cities etc.). 

Together, Christian homes form churches. 

All these Christian families are called to be ‘on Mission’: 
shaping both the lives of their own families and the lives of 

others, being salt and light in society and calling  
each other to reflect the image of God. 

What if every Christian household embraced being on 
Mission? What if all Churches supported those households to 
be on Mission so that the Church became what God intended 

the Church to be, together impacting wider communities? 

What if, together, Christian households were like  
‘cities on a hill’, shining light and bringing hope to others? 

Such a vision calls for all Christian homes to be  
‘Families on Mission’, reflecting the purpose, identity,  

and calling of Christian families. 

We pray that we will let the love of Jesus  
into our homes to share His light with others. 
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■ What if we all have different ideas that don’t match up 

this whole gathering. Please pray for the Spirit’s continual guidance. 
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See the ‘capacity toolkits’ on 

■ : “family money”
■ : “earn money together and give it away” 
■ : “think of ways to earn money as a whole 

can be used for others.”
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This writing process below is indicative only. Each team’s facilitator will be shaping a process that 
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Let’s see what God can do in our midst 

UNDERSTAND PLAN MAKE CELEBRATE

understand
the whole task

make

a plan

brainstorm,
create, write
and review

celebrate
all that God

has done
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GCF has a number of amazing websites that serve the goals of seeing ‘children everywhere walking 
with Jesus’. 

. You’ll find:

• It’s a 

• 
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• –
• 

GCF’s main campaign site serving the vision to see children everywhere 

–
Seeing children join with the Body of Christ in ‘being Jesus’ hands and feet’ 
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opportunity to invest in the leaders of your children’s ministry so 
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Children’s Movements Diagram
Ever since Jesus said, “Let the children come to me ...”

we have been learning what that means. The Body of Christ

has been discovering many things from God about children.

Below is an incomplete picture reminding us that

this is God’s work and not ours.

Sunday School Movement 1780

Mary Jones and her Bible 1799

Children’s 
evangelism

and discipleship

Making Bibles
more accessible
and affordable

VIVA movement 1996 Partnering agencies
to serve kids at risk

Children’s Prayer Network 1996 Calling Children 
to Pray

Sports Movement 2000 Pioneering open-source,
globally-created models 

using sports to serve 
children, families & youth

Lausanne Forum 2004 The Great Omission
Paper & Pattaya Scale

Aim Lower video
Max7 open-source project

Child Theology Movement 2001 Raising up Theologians
to put children ‘in the midst”

Lausanne Congress 2010

4/14 Movement 2009 Raising advocacy to churches, 
governments and leaders

Global Children’s Forum 2008

“... you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, 

and revealed 
them to little 

children”. 
Matthew 

11:25

Lausanne states that children 
are one of 6 imperatives

for the church in the 21st Century
(2fish5bread disc) 

Initiating thinking, action
and partnering on evangelism 

and discipleship
(Advocacy, Training, Resources, 

Family and Empowering Children)

Resulted in multiple projects:

1for50 Initiative

Open-source projects:

Max7 & 2fish5bread disc

Advocacy Tools and Paper

Aim Lower Journal and App

KidsHubs & KidsHubTV

global Young People’s forum

Family Conversations & Alliance

Children@Risk

Leadership Experience

Serving Lausanne & WEA

Global prayer initiatives

family.fit

ThinkRamp & FlashLabs

... and much more!

SOME RECENT ONGOING 
GLOBAL PARTNERING EFFORTS

World Without Orphans 2016
A Global Movement for every child

to grow up in a nurturing permanent 
family, and to know their Heavenly Father

Young Leaders Gathering 2016

Converge 2014/15 WEA youth-focused partnering

Children at Risk 2014

Multi-Movement Dialogue 2016

Global Family Alliance 2017

some global children’s movements

A focus back onto families and their primary
place in God’s Kingdom

An initiative to bring movements closer 

children everywhere
walking with Jesus

The World Needs a Father 2011

family.fit 2020

A movement to solve the urgent 
issue of fatherlessness

A multi-movement of family fitness, fun 
& discipleship borne of the pandemic.InCommon 2022
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and their part in God’s big story. —
church members, children’s workers, school 
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We want to see a strong network in Africa connecting children’s leaders and influencers with 
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equipped with God’s heart 
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coffee shop just 3 minutes’ walk from Gra
















